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Savannah!

Hear how far we’ve come and what we can do!

19th Annual ADA
Celebration!

Come celebrate the Americans with
Disabilities Act and make a difference!

July 24th, 2009
From 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

. Delicious Barbecue!
. Music!
. Accessible Sports Information!
. Abilities Unlimited Weight Lifting!
. Classic Car Show!

&f . Raffle with Amazing Prizes!



Where will YOU go

when THEY say you can’t
go home?

By Bob Habas

| was happy to see a HUGE turnout for LIFE’'S Olmstead celebration. | only wish more of you could
have attended. You see, this landmark Supreme Court decision said it was wrong to force some-
one with a disability to go into a nursing home without options to receive the services they need in
the community.

Our celebration wasn'’t really a celebration, but an opportunity to bring to everyone’s attention the
fact that what the Supreme Court ruled through the Olmstead Decision isn’t being provided as in-
tended and only advocacy will make this happen. Community based services are provided through
the Mentally Retarded Waiver Program (MRWP), the Community Care Waiver (CCSP), the Inde-
pendent Care Waiver (ICWP) and the SOURCE program. Some people are not eligible for these
waivers or programs and there is usually a waiting list for all of them. Therefore, people are forced
to live in some sort of an institution, such as a psychiatric hospital or a nursing home, while they
wait for community based services are not readily available.

We all know that each year when Georgia tries to balance the budget our Governor and some leg-
islators seem to feel the place to cut dollars and save money is through Medicaid or Medicare.
Most of the waivers or programs listed above are totally dependent on Medicaid. One budget cut to
any of these would force many people into an Institution. We ALL need to be advocating for the
Community Choice Act (CCA). This act says that if someone faces going into an institution, they
have the option to use the dollars that would be spent on them to live in the community if they so
choose. Everyone deserves the right to choose where they live. Call or write your legislators and let
them know you want them to support the CCA. This
could be the most important thing you will ever do to
secure your future as someone with a disability. If
you need help with phone numbers or addresses
please call Bob Habas at 912-920-2414.

In addition, | would like to thank Sue Jamison, De-
nise McClain, James Aberson, Thomas Kurt, LIFE
employees and all those who took part in the event.
Also a very heartfelt thank you, and hug, to Lynnette
Brag who was able to get all the right people to par-
ticipate. Without her, Gavin (the man with the jail),
and all of the B&B Care volunteers, the event never
would have been possible.

James Aberson, with Lynnette Bragg by his side,
presents Sue Jameison with a proclamation from
Chatham County
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LIFE Welcomes Mr. King as SAB’s
New Executive Director

LIFE, Inc. would like to extend a warm South-
ern welcome to Jim King and his guide dog
Wade, as the new Executive Director of the
Savannah Association for the Blind. Mr. King
has worked in the field of Vision Rehabilita-
tion since 1987. He served as the Executive
Director of the Alaska Center for Blind Adults.
Mr. King has also served as a private consult-
ant, work site evaluation specialist and ac-
cess technology teacher for Delta Airlines,
and various government agencies. Jim King
is an avid cyclist and a former ski racer who
ranked nationally. He happens to be totally
blind. King’s goal for the Savannah Associa-
tion for the Blind is for it to be a nationally rec-
ognized vision rehabilitation center, having
the latest and greatest to offer in all areas of
vision rehabilitation. You are invited to meet
Jim King at the Savannah Association for the
Blind open house reception on July 16 from
4:00-6:00 p.m.

Check it out!!
First ¥ Transit

The new Teleride Hand Book is out!
You can get a copy from the CAT web-
site (catchacat.org), or on the Teleride
vans. You may also call Teleride (354-
6900) or CAT (233-5767) and they will
be glad to mail you one.

T
SHartiam AREA TRANS!

OUR FAMILY IS STILL
GROWING!

“Hello! My name is Alison Ross, I'm the new
Program Coordinator here at LIFE Inc. and |
just wanted to take the time to introduce my-
self. | am a 23 year old newlywed coming to
you all the way from Michigan where | worked
at another Center for Independent Living help-
ing people to reach their goals of independ-
ence. | graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
Recreational Therapy and have the personal
experience of having a sibling with a disability. |
have only been in Georgia for a short time and
want to say that | am really enjoying it and just
love your “southern hospitality”. | look forward
to meeting all of you! (

Ali with her husband, Steve.

Btw, THANK YOU, Steve, for v
serving our country! O =



